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4.0 Preliminary Assessment Activities

Preliminary assessment activities were proposed for nine sites during a meeting

between the IDNR and BARKER LEMAR in December 2003.  These are identified

as sites number 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 36 and 43 as shown on Figure 2.  Access

agreements were sent out by the IDNR to each of these property owners.  One

additional property was later assessed as part of the program (site #3), and

information was reviewed for an additional property (#23), which allowed for a no

further action letter from the IDNR for this site.

The following describes the activities for each site:

4.1 Site 4 – 1820 Forest
This property is currently owned by the Des Moines Independent Community

School District.  During the preliminary assessment activities the property was

owned by Polk County, which had obtained the property through a tax sale.  In

January 2004, Polk County signed the access agreement for inclusion in the

USTfields Pilot program.

Property at 1820 Forest prior to USTfields

Property at 1820 Forest in April 2005
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groundwater flow.  Soil samples were screened at approximately two feet

intervals with a photoionization detector (PID).  No hydrocarbons were detected

by the PID, so soil samples were collected at the groundwater/soil interface.

Water samples were collected from the temporary monitoring wells.  Total

extractable hydrocarbon as waste oil was detected in the soil but was below the

IDNR target levels.  No contamination was detected in the groundwater.  A copy

of the report is found in Appendix B.

On November 18, 2004, the IDNR issued a letter stating no further action was

required at this time.  A copy of the letter is included in Appendix B.

BARKER LEMAR was contacted by a developer who was interested in this parcel

in June 2004.  A Phase I assessment was conducted for the developer and

based on the information already obtained during the USTfield work, a Phase II

was not required.  This allowed for the project to move ahead.  In November

2004, a reliance letter was provided to allow for funding of the project.  This

project is reportedly a low-income housing project and is currently in the

construction phase.

4.3 Site 7 – 2024 Forest
This property is currently owned by Polk County and leased to a private business

owner.  An access agreement

was sent in December 2003.  In

February 2004, the IDNR

followed up to see why the

access agreement had not been

signed by Polk County.  Polk

County indicated they had not

signed due to access issues with

the leasee on the property.

Discussions between the IDNR

and BARKER LEMAR determined the site could likely reach no further action

status with little additional work on the site.  BARKER LEMAR contacted Polk

County again and explained the situation and that little disruption to the business

would be required.  Polk County signed an access agreement in May 2004.  With
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assistance from BARKER LEMAR, Polk County applied for Innocent Land Owner

Funding and was deemed eligible in August 2004.  Site assessment activities are

underway on the site.  The site will likely be classified as high risk for a plastic

water line receptor.  This will likely be replaced in 2005, which should allow for

site reclassification to no further action.

4.4 Site 8 – 1401 21st Street
This property is currently owned by a private entity.  Signed access was not

received for this property.  However, a review of previous assessment activities

completed on this project indicate proposed work for the property at 2024 Forest,

which was originally assessed with this property as one release,  and proposed

work in the City right-of-way may allow for reclassification to no further action.

Work is expected to be completed in 2005.

4.5 Site 9 – 1374 21st Street
This property is currently owned by Polk County.  An access agreement was

signed in January 2004.  The work

completed for this property will be

incorporated into the work for properties

#7 (2024 Forest) and #8 (1421 21st Street)

because these properties were originally

assessed as one release.  This parcel is

currently a vacant lot.  In February 2004,

fourteen geoprobe points were installed to determine if  underground storage

tanks remained at the site.  No obstructions were encountered.  A copy of this

report is included in Appendix C.  Additional work completed on this property,

and which will be incorporated into the work for properties #7 and #8, included

the reinstallation of a soil boring due to a former soil source at this location, and

additional groundwater sampling at an existing monitoring well.  This site was

deemed eligible for Innocent Landowner Funding in August 2004.

4.6 Site 11 – 2206 Forest
This property is currently owned by a private entity.  The property owner, Mr.

Steven Boyt, signed a property access agreement in January 2004.  The

property is currently used as an automobile repair facility.  The property was

identified as a station from approximately 1930 through 1960.  According to
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On February 19, 2004, BARKER LEMAR advanced three soil borings, which were

converted to temporary monitoring wells.  Borings were placed in areas

considered potential former tank locations and to triangulate the site to assess

groundwater flow.  Soil samples were screened at approximately two feet

intervals with a photoionization detector (PID).  No hydrocarbons were detected

by the PID, so soil samples were collected at the groundwater/soil interface.

Water samples were collected from the temporary monitoring wells.  Benzene,

ethylbenzene, xylenes, and TEH as gasoline were detected in the soil.

Concentrations were below IDNR target levels.  Benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene

and xylenes were detected in the groundwater.  Benzene was detected above

IDNR target levels.  A copy of the report is found in Appendix E.

In July 2004, the IDNR sent a letter requesting that in lieu of a full Tier 1

assessment, limited additional work be completed to allow for site

reclassification.  This letter was returned as unclaimed and when IDNR contacted

Polk County’s Treasurer’s Office they learned the property was up for tax sale

due to delinquent taxes.  Iowa DNR instructed BARKER LEMAR to proceed with

the additional work, which included a well survey.  This work was completed in

August 2004.  The IDNR issued a “No Action Required” letter for the site in

November 2004.  A copy of this letter is included in Appendix E.

4.8 Site 36 – 2800 University
This property is owned by Drake University and is leased.  The property is

currently used as a cleaners, but was formerly a gas station.  An access

agreement was sent to Drake University on December 24, 2003.  Drake

University declined inclusion in the USTfields pilot on February 11, 2004.  They



Des Moines USTfields Pilot Final Report
April 25, 2005 9 Project No.  IADNR05006

indicated the University did not have any intention of selling this property in the

future and had a long term lease holder.  No further work was conducted on this

site.

4.9 Site 43 – 1619 Keosauqua Way
This property is owned by Polk County.  The property is currently a vacant lot.

An access agreement was received from Polk County in January 2004.  Records

reviewed indicated the property was likely a gas station from approximately 1930

through 1935.

On February 22, 2004, BARKER LEMAR advanced two soil borings, which were

converted to temporary monitoring wells.  A third boring could not be installed

due to a steep grade on the easern portion of the property.  Borings were placed

in areas considered potential former tank locations and to assess groundwater

flow.  Soil samples were screened at approximately two feet intervals with a

photoionization detector (PID).  No hydrocarbons were detected by the PID, so

soil samples were collected at the groundwater/soil interface.  TEH, as waste oil

was detected in the soil but was below IDNR target levels.  No contamination

was detected in the groundwater.  A copy of the report is found in Appendix F.

Due to the possibility of tanks still located on the site, an electromagnetic (EM)

survey was conducted in September 2004.  Anomalies were detected in the area,

but due to the size and location of the parcel, it was decided there was little

likelihood of future development, therefore additional work was not conducted.

The IDNR sent a letter to Polk County in November 2004, indicating no further

action will be required at this time.  A copy of this letter is included in Appendix F.
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4.10 Site 10 – 2201 Forest Avenue
This property was identified as the City of Des Moines’s number one priority for

redevelopment.  During discussions

at preliminary USTfield meetings,

this property was identified as

eligible for funding from the remedial

fund and would not require USTfield

funding.  The previous owner, who

had been uncooperative and had a

long history of non-compliance, no longer owned the property.  The IDNR

contacted the new property owner and worked closely with them to get additional

funding for the required assessment work through the Innocent Land Owner

Fund and Global Settlement Fund.  The current owner was deemed eligible for

the additional funding.  BARKER LEMAR conducted activities to complete a RBCA

assessment on the property.  A Tier 2 assessment was submitted to the IDNR in

February 2005, classifying the site has high risk due to the presence of plastic

water lines.  Once the Tier 2 is approved by the DNR, corrective action activities

will include replacement of the plastic water line and will allow for likely site

reclassification to low risk or no further action, and future redevelopment.

4.11 Site 3 – 1343 13th Street
This property is currently owned by a non-profit agency.  A RBCA assessment

was previously completed for this site in 2000.  However, this was done under a

City grant, and after the grant money was gone, no additional work was done at

the site.  A review of information indicated the site would likely be eligible for

Innocent Land Owner (ILO) Funding and Global Settlement Funding.  BARKER

LEMAR and the IDNR conducted necessary record reviews to verify historical

information for the funding agency, and the IDNR assisted the site owner with

filling out the required paperwork to get funding approval for ILO and Global

Settlement monies.  BARKER LEMAR and the IDNR also attended a meeting with

the non-profit group at their facility to educate them on the funding available and

explain the assessment activities that would be done at the site.

In August 2004, the site was determined to be eligible for ILO funding.  An

access agreement was received in November 2004.  BARKER LEMAR conducted
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to conduct the assessment activities to identify the contamination.  Once

contamination was identified, application for the funds could occur.  The

forms required to apply for this assistance can be relatively complicated

for property owners.  The IDNR assisted the owners in filling out the

forms and BARKER LEMAR and the IDNR conducted historical record

searches to obtain information to meet the necessary funding

requirements.  The IDNR in many cases filled out the majority of the

information on the forms and personally met with the property owners to

get the forms signed.

6.4  Development

The property located at 1904 Forest is

currently under development as a low

income housing unit.  BARKER LEMAR

was able to provide the developer with

information that allowed for financing

based on the work completed during the

USTfield pilot.

7.0 Challenges

Some of the challenges observed during this process are the personal time

commitment required for regulatory staff and the environmental consultant

involved to make the project a success.  The records review to justify property

inclusion in the Innocent Land Owner Fund, personal meetings, and phone calls

are required to keep the process flowing and to make the property owners

comfortable with the process and allow assessment of their property.

The funding mechanisms available for the landowners are relatively complicated,

especially for people not knowledgeable about the process.  There are no written

guidelines on the procedures, which allows for some flexibility on the funding

agencies’ part but also makes the process more convoluted for those applying.  It

is a relatively time consuming process.
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